With the first successfully treated patients in this country now in their mid-20s, it should soon be possible to obtain a direct estimate of the risk to the childrenl of affected individuals. It seems reasonable to advocate in the children of such affected parents that the continuity ofthe oesophagus should be confirmed by passing a nasogastric tube before starting feeds. Summary A family is reported in which a boy, his mother, and his mother's sister all had oesophageal atresia. Previous reports of familial occurrence of the condition are reviewed, and it is concluded that the aetiology is, in most cases, multifactorial.
New method for arterial blood sampling in infants and adults
The conventional methods for obtaining arterial blood samples for gas analysis are not easy, nor are they free from certain potential errors. It is difficult to fill the dead space of a syringe with heparin solution without including small air bubbles which may also tend to stick between the barrel and the plunger. Finally, in newborn infants more blood tends to be withdrawn than is needed for the actual measurements. For these reasons, a convenient method has been devised for obtaining the small volume of arterial blood which is often all that is required for gas analysis. 
